
Dear Esteemed Members,

India has gone from being one of the world’s biggest importers of defence 
products to now ranking amongst the top 25 defence exporters in the world. This 
was evident by the overwhelming response of investors and businesses at the 
Defence Expo 2022 which set the objective of achieving a Defence sector of USD 
22 billion with annual exports of Rs 35,000 by 2025. Over twenty seminars were 
held over the course of three days, bringing together the best minds in the 
Defence sector to discuss a wide range of topics ranging from defence research 
and development to air warfare, indigenisation of defence production, and 
Promotion of exports and investments.

GCCI partnered with the Gujarat Pavilion – and its members, who very actively 
participated in the DEFEXPO, con�rmed that the DRDO has provided unmatched 
support to the member companies. With patented technologies transferred to 
start production, it has opened the �oodgates of development for the expansion 
of MSME units already operating in the area, as well as providing �nancial 
support to visiting MSMEs that wish to invest and begin production. The 
development will bene�t cable manufacturers, engineers, and software 
companies, to name a few. The Defence Expo saw over 451 MoUs signed worth 
1.3 lakh crore rupees in transfer of technology agreements, product launches, 
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and orders to domestic businesses – all demonstrating India's commitment to 
achieving "Aatmanirbharta" in the defence sector.

The Make-in-India initiative enables indigenous production of defence and 
aerospace products, and consequently will lead to an increase in employment 
opportunities for the state's skilled and semi-skilled workers. Besides reducing 
reliance on imported defence equipment, this increase in export generates 
signi�cant foreign exchange income, and helps India achieve its goal of 
becoming self-suf�cient in the production and export of defence equipment on 
international markets. 

The government of Gujarat was the �rst state to formulate a policy for 
semi-conductors and as a result has signed an MoU to establish with Vedanta 
and Foxconn who will invest Rs 1,54,000 crore to establish a semiconductor 
manufacturing facility at Dholera, which will result in the creation of one lakh 
jobs. The move will bene�t several companies in the state, such as those in the 
life sciences, technology, automotive, consumer goods, internet, automobile, and 
defence industries. Similarly, the recent inauguration of the TATA-Airbus facility 
at Vadodara will pave a foundation for Gujarat in the defence sector.

GCCI has requested the government of India to grant defence corridor status to 
Gujarat which will enable Gujarat's MSMEs and start-ups to manufacture and 
supply parts to the defence industry. The move will lead to holistic development 
of the entire nation and establish a defence manufacturing hub in Gujarat. A 
highly skilled engineering work force combined with a 1600km coastline 
featuring 45 ports and an international airport facility – Gujarat has all the right 
characteristics to be a �ourishing Defence hub. The government of Gujarat’s new 
MSME policy with attractive incentives to support India's vision, including 
employment-linked incentive schemes, will lead to the Aatmanirbhar Gujarat 
initiative ushering in a new horizon for Gujarat’s MSMEs, and we are excited for 
all that’s in store.

Warm regards,
Anil Jain
Secretary



30 students from Amicus International 
School, Vadodara visited GCCI as a part 
of InternNation Leadership Tour'22, an 
initiative spearheaded by a youth-led 
non-pro�t organisation. Through 
InternNation, Chhatra Sansad provides 
the delegates with a chance to meet & 

interact Visionaries from the Public & 
Private Sector as well as the Government 
so that they can learn from the very best 
and inspire their fellow Indians. Shri Pathik 
Patwari, President, GCCI talked about his 
experiences and did an interactive session 
with the students on leadership.

4TH N O V E M B E R
AMICUS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL GIRLS VISIT

The International Trade Task Force had 
organized a meeting with Ms. Supatra 
Sawaengsri, Executive Director, 
Department of Internal Trade Promotion 
(DITP), Mumbai & Mr.  Rohit Menta, 
President & Mr. Rakesh Trivedi, 
Managing Director from Indo Thai 
Chamber of MSMEs' ay GCCI. The 
primary focus of this meeting was an 
exchange of promotion and marketing of 
products and services between Gujarat 
and Thailand. There are various  

International Trade Fairs being organized 
by the DITP in Gujarat and also in 
Bangkok. GCCI, being the apex 
organization in Gujarat, was requested 
for support and participation by the GCCI 
members for such events. The 
International Exhibition in Gujarat is 
going to be organized in February 2023 
for industries such as, Food Stuff, 
Fashion, Textile, Gems and Jewellery, 
FMCG products etc., in Ahmedabad & 
Surat. The meeting was encouraging. 

10TH N O V E M B E R
MEETING WITH MS. SUPATRA SAWAENGSRI, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
DEPT. OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE PROMOTION (DITP), MUMBAI

Organized by : International Trade Taskforce



American spaces, India and Srikant 
co-hosted a panel discussion to 
commemorate International Entrepreneur 
Week. The panel consists of four 
visionary entrepreneurs from different 

regions Ms Rutuja Patel, Chairperson was 
amongst the one. They discussed about 
how entrepreneurship acts as a tool to 
promote women’s empowerment.

10TH N O V E M B E R
PANEL DISCUSSION TO COMMEMORATE INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEUR WEEK

Organized by: Business Women Committee



GCCI & IPPO Foundation organized 6th 
edition of Intellectual Property Festival 
(IP Fest) 2022, a major initiative 
towards Intellectual Property Rights 
awareness in the presence of  

1. Leveraging Intellectual Property globally - Dr. Alpesh Pathak, Global IP Head, 
Intas (Accord) Pharmaceuticals.

2. Co-existing and growing with Competition- Mr. Anubhav Kapoor, Director of 
legal affairs at Ford India.

3. IP Strategy in Business Development- Dr. Paras Vasanani, Head & 
AVP-Business Development, Portfolio & Strategy at Kashiv Bio Sciences LLC. 

Prof. (Dr) Unnat Pandit, Controller 
General of Patents, Designs & 
Trademarks (CGPDTM) as Chief Guest. 
The major topics of the seminar & 
speakers were : 

On the occasion IP Hall of Fame 
Honours and Startups 

for IPR League 2022 were also 
felicitated.  

11TH N O V E M B E R
IP FEST2022 (6TH EDITION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY FESTIVAL)

Organized by : IPR Task Force

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND GLOBAL SCENARIO :

1. Shri Falgun Shah, CEO- International Subsidiaries at Symphony Limited. 
2. Shri Ashutosh Valani, Founder of Reneee Co8smetics, Beardo & Villain 

Lifestyle Centre for IPR.

SIGNIFICANCE OF CREATIVITY FOR BUSINESS GROWTH :

1. Ms. Milee Ashwarya, Publisher of Ebury Publishing & Vintage Groups at 
Penguin Random House, India.

2. Mr. Ritam Bhatnagar, Founder at IFP, Content and Ips, Sales Specialist and 
TEDx Speaker and Mr. Raag Sethi, Founder at Compass Box Studio.

3. Mr. Raag Sethi, Founder at Compass Box Studio.

COPYRIGHT AND ENTERTAINMENT :



Start-up & innovation Committee, Business 
Women Committee and Youth wing of 
GCCI jointly organized a unique event viz. 
“Demo Day of Women Led Startups”. 

This event was jointly organized with i-Hub 
(A Gujarat Government initiative) & 
GUSEC (Gujarat University Start Up & 
Entrepreneurship Council).

• Luminkraft LED Lights
• BabyOrgano
• Genie Food Group
• Say It Doc
• Healthygrabz Foods Private Limited
• Maarg
• The Project Café

• Achuk Environmental Solutions Pvt. Ltd
• Genius Brain
• Vibruns Wellness Private Limited
• Lymbedge LLP
• Just Blouses Pvt Ltd
• Corwind Renergy LLP
• Oganikku

DEMO DAY OF WOMEN LED STARTUPS

Organized by : Start-up & Innovation Committee, Business Women Committee & Youth Wing

Organized by : Youth Wing

According to MoU signed by GCCI with 
Chief Electoral Of�cer for mutual 
support and cooperation for working 
towards encouraging maximum 
electoral participation by the citizens of 
Gujarat. In this regard members of the 

Youth Wing of GCCI along with Chief 
Electoral Of�ce of Gujarat organized a 
Voter Awareness Seminar for the 
students of H.L College of Commerce, 
L.J College of Commerce and Nirma 
University.

15TH, 16TH, 25TH N O V E M B E R
VOTING AWARENESS AT VARIOUS UNIVERSITIES

11TH N O V E M B E R

FOLLOWING 14 WOMEN LED START-UPS PARTICIPATED IN THE DEMO-DAY  :



The evening commenced with a narrative 
by renowned poet, writer and columnist 
Mr. Ankit Trivedi. Gujarati folk singer and 
artist Hardik Dave renditioned folk songs 
in his soulful voice in sync with him, 
turning the atmosphere vibrant and 
people joining in with his tunes. The 
backdrop comprised of a display of 
acclaimed artists’ works on heritage and 
culture. These stalls were provided free of 
cost to showcase their talent and 
comprised of heirloom crafts like mata ni 
pachedi, patolas, tangaliya weaves and 
exotic antiques which were a visual treat 
for one and all. 

GCCI’s Business Women Committee 
celebrated Ahmedabad’s living Heritage, 
marking the commencement of the World 
Heritage Week. The event was speci�cally 
curated to acknowledge and appreciate 
our roots and spread awareness of that 
which we have inherited through lineage.
Shri Hareet Shukla, IAS, Secretary, 
Tourism & Civil Aviation & Pilgrimage 
Dept., Govt. of Gujarat graced this 
occasion. Business Women Committee led 
by Chairperson Ms. Rutuja Patel created 
this experiential event at Hutheesing 
Haveli as a tribute to the city and 
showcased it through different mediums 
for its citizens to receive a holistic feel.

CELEBRATING THE LIVING HERITAGE OF AHMEDABAD

Organized by : Business Women Committee

16TH N O V E M B E R



works with a mission towards survival 
and growth of manufacturing MSMEs. 
Through this MoU, GCCI and FISME will 
facilitate exchange of information and 
knowledge, publications, studies of State 
and National Policies, Trade Rules & 
Regulations, Market studies and Research 
reports and will organize seminars, 
workshops and Trade Fairs. GCCI would 
also help FISME in setting up the 
Alternate Dispute Resolution Centre for 
their MSME members in a phased 
manner.

18TH N O V E M B E R
GCCI SIGNS AN MOU WITH FEDERATION OF INDIAN MICRO AND SMALL & MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISES (FISME), NEW DELHI FOR SUPPORT TO MSMEs

GCCI inked a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Federation of 
Indian Micro and Small & Medium 
Enterprises (FISME), New Delhi with an 
objective of enhancing mutual 
cooperation to promote MSMEs.
The FISME represents Micro, Small & 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in India 
through a network of over seven hundred 
area speci�c and product speci�c 
associations, having a vision of making 
‘India among top 10 entrepreneur 
friendly countries in the world’ and 



Organized by : CSR Task Force

The CSR Task Force of GCCI organized a 
Round Table & Panel Discussion on 
Healthcare related CSR Activities by 
Charitable Institutes. The purpose of the 
Round Table was to bring all Charitable 
Healthcare Service Providers in 
Ahmedabad on one platform and explore 
possibilities of working together by 
utilizing each other's core areas of

expertise and strength. The event also 
aimed at compiling a database and 
setting up a forum for regular interaction 
to plan future activities. The panel 
discussion was moderated by Shri 
Apoorva Thakershy from Thakershy 
Charitable Trust. The learned faculty 
participating in the panel discussion 
comprised of :  

• Dr. Dhiren Shah, Director-Consultant Cardiac Surgeon, Heart & Lung 
Transplant, MCS Programme at Marengo CIMS Hospital.

• Dr. Shirish Alurkar, Consultant Medical Oncologist, Marengo CIMS Hospital.
• Dr.Pankaj R. Shah, MD (Gen Medicine), DNB (Nephrology), FISOT 

(Transplantation), Consultation Nephrologist, Marengo CIMS Hospital.
• Dr. Manesh Agarwal, CEO & Chief of Medical Services, Dr. Jivraj Mehta 

Smarak Health Foundation. 
• Dr. Dipak Dantara, Sr. Consultant Physician & Diabetologist. 

19T H  N O V E M B E R
SEMINAR ON HEALTHCARE SERVICES BY CHARITABLE INSTITUTES : 
CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Organized by : MSME Committee

GCCI’s delegation of 40 MSME company 
heads visited Kakrapar Atomic Power 
Station.
This program was very encouraging to 
GCCI member participants. All 
participants were fully energized with 
presentation, gracious speech and 
commitment towards helping   

MSE companies to become vendors of 
NPCIL to ful�l the dream of Prime 
Minister's mission of Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat. It was interesting and motivating 
for member participants to know that 
NPCIL has overachieved the targets of 
procurements from MSE companies in the 
last 5 years.

19T H  N O V E M B E R
VENDOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM WITH NPCIL AND VISIT TO 
KAKRAPAR ATOMIC POWER STATION 



Organized by : Youth Wing

GCCI Youth wing organized an 
interactive session on how to “Shape 
our Body and Mind” with Ahmedabad’s 
leading Yoga guru Mr. Girjesh Sharma.
The entire session was spent on learning 
how to Relax, Restore,  

Reenergize and Rejuvenate our health 
and well-being. The YW cohort enjoyed 
knowing and learning practices that will 
help them to be emotionally happy, 
mentally balanced and physically 
strong.

20T H  N O V E M B E R
SHAPE YOUR BODY & MIND – INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH YOGA 
GURU SHRI GIRJESH SHARMA

A seminar on “Atmanirbhar Bharat 
through Atmanirbhar Gujarat” was 
organized at Paryavaran Mandir, 
Vastral, Ahmedabad. Shri Jagdishbhai 
Vishwakarma, Director, Rabatex Group 
was the Chief Guest for the seminar. 
GCCI Of�ce Bearers, Past Presidents and 
members as well as industry 
representatives from Naroda, Vatva, 
Narol, Odhav, Kathawada and Muskati 
Cloth Market remained present in the 
Seminar and discussed the steps which 
should be taken to make Gujarat's 
industries “Atmanirbhar” or self-reliant. 
A pledge was taken by the 
representatives of the associations and 
industries present in the seminar that they 
will make utmost efforts to generate 
awareness and insist for 100% voting by 
themselves and their employees and 
workers on the election day. It was further 

decided that every GIDC association 
member would give suf�cient time to their 
workers on the polling day and 
encourage their employees to vote and 
this message would be communicated 
through various newspapers and other 
media. GCCI has also entered into an 
MoU with the Chief Electoral Of�cer, 
Gujarat as a part of which in the �rst 
phase the AVSAR (All Voters Spirited, 
Aware and Responsible) program for 
encouraging voter registration was 
organized by GCCI in association with 
the of�ce of the Chief Electoral Of�cer, 
Gujarat. In the second phase, GCCI's 
Business Women Committee and Youth 
Wing organized programs in several 
universities and colleges to create 
awareness about voting, in which of�cers 
from the of�ce of the Chief Electoral 
Of�cer, Gujarat were also present.

22N D  N O V E M B E R
PARISAMVAD ON “ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT THROUGH ATMANIRBHAR GUJARAT” 
WITH ENTREPRENEURS FROM AHMEDABAD



Organized by : International Trade Task Force

The International Trade Task Force had 
organized a meeting with Delegation 
from Germany from the Oil, gas, 
Petrochemicals Process Technology. The 
event was sponsored by the Federal 
Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
Climate Action, Germany. The B2B 
networking meet was supported by the 
Indo German Chamber of Commerce 
and GCCI. There were eleven 
representatives from various sectors of 

the Oil, Gas and Petrochemical 
Technology Industry wanting to 
collaborate with the Ahmedabad 
companies for their business expansion. 
There were more than 35 GCCI 
members who were interested in this 
industry for their businesses in 
Ahmedabad and Vadodara. This B2B 
networking meet was a very big success 
from members of German Delegation 
and GCCI. 

23R D  N O V E M B E R
B2B NETWORKING MEET – INDO-GERMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry organized an Interactive 
Session with Hon’ble Union Cabinet 
Minister Shri Piyush Goyal at GCCI 
Premises. The topics for discussion in 
the Interactive Session included Textile, 
FTAs and Commerce.
Hon’ble Union Minister Shri Piyush 
Goyal in his address discussed about 
the initiatives for providing opportunity 
to start-ups to supply their products and 
appreciated GCCI’s support to the 
start-ups through i-Hub and GUSEC. He 
suggested textile industries to ask for 
veri�cation of claimed machines/assets 
by Joint Inspection Team (JIT) under 
ATUFS and discussed about making 
efforts to join the entire textile value 
chain. He further discussed about the 
initiatives taken to reduce the delivery

time of oxygen cylinders, especially 
during the COVID pandemic.  He also 
discussed about the suggestions 
regarding involving smaller industry 
players to put forth their suggestions in 
the advisory committees, resolution of 
insurance cases, GST simpli�cation 
related matters and the issues faced by 
local industry due to imports from 
Bangladesh.
The participants got a chance to share 
their suggestions regarding sectors such 
as textile, technical textiles, chemicals, 
dyes and intermediates, foundry, 
start-ups, defence and laminates with 
the Hon’ble Minister during the 
interactive session. The members also 
shared suggestions related to export 
promotion, environment norms and 
ease of doing business.

26T H  N O V E M B E R
INTERACTIVE MEETING WITH HONOURABLE UNION CABINET MINISTER 
SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL



NumeroUno. Exporters, Importers, 
Companies, Industries, CEOs, Heads of 
Export Firms, Manufacturers, Proprietors, 
CFOs, Accountants & Financial / Export 
Executives etc. participated and discussed 
on Export Promotion Schemes in the 
seminar.

29TH N O V E M B E R
SEMINAR ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE – DERIVATIVE MARKET 
AND RISK MANAGEMENT

GCCI organized a seminar on Foreign 
Exchange-Derivative Market and Risk 
Management (A Capacity Building Event 
under Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of India) in 
association with EEPC India with MS. 
Cassandra Pillai - Partner and Director, 

Organized by : Business Women Committee

An informative and interactive session 
was held on November 30th with BJP 
Spokesperson Shaina NC, BJP leader 
Mr. Amit Thaker, GCCI Business women 
committee chair person Rutuja patel & 
BWC members and the CA Association. 
This was in regard to the 

importance of  voting and the need for 
this right to be exercised. They also 
explained the bene�ts they will offer if 
elected again. Exercising the Right to 
vote is the least one can do as a 
citizen to contribute to our nation’s 
future and growth.  

30TH N O V E M B E R
VOTING AWARENESS



GCCI IN NEWS



GCCI IN NEWS



GCCI IN NEWS



GCCI IN NEWS




