
Dear Friends,
Warm Greetings. 

These are the best of times for Indian economy. It is the con�uence of hopes & 
challenges. When we compare ourselves with the global economy, there are so 
many things to be hopeful about, but at the same time, Corporate India, and 
those at the helms of affairs shall have to ensure that we take right decisions at 
the right time and make right moves. 

The Union Budget for the �nancial year 2023-24 presented by Hon’ble Union 
Minister for Finance Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman clearly indicates that the 
Government is conscious of India’s unique position in the world economy and 
keeping this in mind, the whole budget consists of provisions that will enable 
India’s entrepreneurs to compete globally, increase their exports exponentially 
and help India realize its dream of emerging as a 5 trillion-dollar economy. 

The budget has many admirable provisions for start-up units and MSMEs. The 
reduction of import duty in certain raw material for chemicals will help our 
exports grow exponentially. The exports of goods and services could touch USD 
900 billion in the current �nancial year, up from USD 770 billion in the previous 
year. Merchandise exports could expand to between USD 495 billion and USD 
500 billion, while services exports could touch USD 400 billion in the year 
ending March 2024.
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In this, our state of Gujarat will have a major role to play through our 
pharmaceutical industry and chemical industry. In fact, Gujarat’s Castor Oil 
export is all set to reach 6.5 lac MT per annum and calculated at USD 1600/- 
our revenue could reach USD 1.04 billion. In this regard our MoUs with states 
like Goa, Uttar Pradesh etc. will help us further and help our MSMEs to grow 
signi�cantly.

It will be however crucial to have Government support as well as necessary steps 
so as to facilitate ease of business. Indian Government’s initiative to make Indian 
Rupees accepted in global transactions will be greatly helpful since it will reduce 
our dependence on US Dollar and also safeguard us from �uctuating foreign 
exchange rates. 

There are fear factors like Al Nino weather conditions that can cause havoc with 
our agriculture and it is well that Government has been focused on these 
challenges and will take necessary actions to mitigate its impact on our 
agriculture as well as our businesses and exports.

As always GCCI has been effectively playing its role to consistently remaining in 
touch with the trade & industry, understand their concerns and effectively 
represent them to the Government so as to ensure their resolution to the bene�t 
of trade and industry. 

Through the concerted efforts of Trade & Industry and Government’s timely and 
whole hearted support, we are all set towards better tomorrow for India’s 
economy.

Warm Regards,
Dilip Padhya
Hon. Secretary (Regional)



6TH A P R I L
TIE TALK

8TH A P R I L
GCCI TEXTILE INTERACTIVE MEET

Organized by : Textile Task Force

Organized by : Youth Wing

TiE and the Youth Wing of GCCI jointly 
organized the third edition of TiE Talks on 
6th April, 2023. The two key guest 
speakers were Abhay Mangaldas, 

Founder and Director of the House of MG 
and Kalpit Gandhi, CFO, Vadilal 
Industries Ltd. The talk was moderated by 
Dr. Savan Godiawala, Partner, Deloitte.

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (GCCI) has organized the 
(second edition) of their Textile 
Leadership Conclave 2023 on April 8, 
2023, at Club O7, Ahmedabad. The 
“Textile Interactive Meet” was organized 
as part of the Textile Leadership 
Conclave, in the august presence of 
Hon’ble Union Minister of State for 

Textiles & Railways, Smt. Darshanaben 
Jardosh & Hon’ble Member of Parliament 
Shri Hasmukhbhai Patel. In the Textile 
Interactive Meet, key issues related to 
textile sector as well as other key issues 
related to industry were discussed at 
length with more than 200 of�ce bearers 
of leading national & regional 
associations related to textile industry.



8TH A P R I L
TEXTILE LEADERSHIP CONCLAVE

Organized by : Textile Task Force

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (GCCI) organized the second 
edition of the Textile Leadership Conclave 
2023 on April 8, 2023, at Club O7, 
Ahmedabad in the august presence of 
Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel, Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Government of Gujarat. Chief 
Guest of the event Shri Bhupendrabhai 
Patel, Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Government of Gujarat unveiled the 
Textile Digital Directory. The directory is a 
comprehensive platform that provides 
access to information about the industry, 
including over 6,000 company pro�les, 9 
product categories and many more 
interesting features. Dr. Sharad Sharaf 

(Technocraft Group), Shri Kulin Lalbhai 
(Arvind Group), Shri Sanjay Jain (TT 
Group) and Shri Santosh Banthia (Citizen 
Umbrella Group) were the Guest 
Speakers who shared their life journey 
and future of the Indian Textile Industry. 
Shri Prashant Agrawal (Wazir Advisors 
Pvt. Ltd.) and Shri Kushal Shah (Louis 
Dreyfus Company) shared their 
knowledge on India vs. Rest of World in 
Textiles and World Cotton scenario. A 
large number of industries from Ginning, 
Spinning, Weaving, Processing, 
Garmenting, Technical Textile and 
Machinery manufacturers across India 
participated in the conclave.



INDUSTRIAL VISIT TO THE SPACE APPLICATION CENTRE (ISRO)

Organized by : MSME Committee

11TH A P R I L

MSME committee of GCCI organized an 
industrial visit to the Space Application 
Centre (ISRO) to explore surface 
treatment and electronics technologies. 
The SAC ISRO Surface Treatment team 
gave a live demo of various Surface 
Treatment Technologies used in their 
facility. This included Gold & Silver 
plating, Black Anodizing etc. SAC 
Surface treatment team showed different 
samples with coating, discussed various 
applications and importance of coating 
as well as demo of portable and high-end 
Table top XRF machine coating thickness. 
Throughout the visit, the ISRO team was 

gracious and willing to share their 
knowledge and expertise with the GCCI 
MSME Committee delegation. They were 
open to answering questions and 
providing further explanations as 
needed. 20 members participated in the 
industrial visit. Overall, the industrial visit 
to ISRO was a success, and the GCCI 
MSME Committee looks forward to 
continuing their relationship with ISRO 
and exploring technology transfer 
opportunities in future. The delegation left 
feeling inspired and they look forward to 
adopting some of the techniques and 
processes they learned during their visit.



MEETING OF OFFICE BEARERS WITH INDUSTRY & MINES DEPT, GOG THE PROACTIVE 
APPROACH OF THE INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT TOWARDS HOLDING STAKEHOLDERS’ 
CONSULTATIVE MEETINGS

11TH A P R I L

A meeting was held recently under the 
Chairmanship of Shri S.J. Haider, IAS, 
Additional Chief Secretary, Industries 
and Mines Department, Government of 
Gujarat with the industry leaders from 
GCCI, FICCI, ASSOCHAM and CII as 
well as other leading industry 
representatives with the purpose of 
engaging with industry to create a 
cohesive atmosphere for economic 
growth and initiate regular dialogues and 
interactions with the industries. Dr. Rahul 
Gupta, IAS, Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director, GIDC, Shri Sandip 
Sagale, IAS, Industries Commissioner 
and Chairman, iNDEXTb, Shri Kuldeep 
Arya, IAS, Additional Industries 
Commissioner and other senior 
government of�cials were also present in 
this �rst interactive meeting with the 

industries after the formation of the new 
team of senior government of�cials in the 
Industries and Mines Department of 
Government of Gujarat. Shri Pathik 
Patwari, President, GCCI mentioned that 
this is a very positive step by the 
government, which will help in 
addressing industry concerns at the draft 
level itself. GCCI will continue to work 
with the Government towards identifying 
and resolving industry issues. Gujarat 
should especially identify and focus on 
gaining bene�t from the low-hanging 
fruits, which will enable the State to 
further propel its economic growth and 
reach unparalleled heights of 
achievements. Discussions were also held 
in the meeting on new thoughts towards 
‘raising the bar’ for the upcoming Vibrant 
Gujarat event.

Below is the summary of some key discussions held in the meeting:

A system will be evolved for collection and analysis of key data.

Industry’s involvement will be sought for moving towards net zero climate impact.

Efforts will be made towards promoting knowledge-based society through better          
industry-academia connect.

Emerging sectors and new opportunities will be identi�ed for achieving the goal of 
making India a $5 trillion economy by 2025.

•

•

•

•



15TH A P R I L
MEETING OF TEXTILE TASK FORCE WITH SHRI HASMUKHBHAI PATEL - 
HON’BLE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, AHMEDABAD (EAST)

The meeting of the members of the 
Textile taskforce with the Hon'ble 
Member of Parliament, Shri 
Hasmukhbhai Patel of Ahmedabad 

(East) held on 15th April, 2023. It was 
discussed during the meeting that joint 
efforts could be made for the betterment 
of the textile industry.

Organized by : Textile Task Force

18TH A P R I L
SEMINAR ON FOREIGN TRADE POLICY 2023 - OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPORT GROWTH

GCCI had organized jointly with 
Chemexcil a seminar on Foreign Trade 
Policy -Opportunities for Export Growth. 
The purpose of the seminar was to 
understand the policy and roadmap of 
India's Export Growth. Shri. Pathik 
Patwari, President of GCCI, and Shri. 
Samir J. Shah, Chairman of the 
International Trade Task Force, GCCI 
graced the occasion along with the 
Regional Directors from Chemexcil, Shri. 
Bhupendra Patel (Gujarat) and Shri. 
Ankit Patel (North). Esteemed Speaker, 
Mr. Sudhakar Kasture from Mumbai was 
invited for a detailed analysis of the FTP 

2023 with special emphasis on Export 
Growth. Mr. Kasture further explained 
that the policy is based on four pillars: 
Incentive to Remission, Export Promotion 
through Collaboration, Ease of Doing 
Business, and Emerging Areas. The policy 
introduces several new schemes and 
streamlines the existing ones to make 
them more responsive and user-friendly. 
Shri. Kasture also highlighted that the 
policy provides various incentives and 
support measures for areas such as 
SCOMET, Outreach Programs, 
E-commerce Export Scheme, One District 
One Product, etc.

Organized by : Foreign Trade Task Force



20TH A P R I L
SEMINAR ON “STOCK MARKETS SIMPLIFIED”

Organized by : Business Women Committee

21ST A P R I L
MEETING WITH THE AMBASSADOR OF BELGIUM TO INDIA WITH HIS TEAM

GCCI Business Women Committee 
organized a seminar on “Stock markets 
simpli�ed”. On the occasion, Shri 
Janak Shah, Keynote speaker & 
Cofounder of Wealth Finvisor and 
Co-owner of Little Flower School spoke 
at length on India’s fast-growing 
economy and the resulting interest in 
Stock markets. While giving the theme 

address BWC Chairperson Ms. Rutuja 
Patel remarked that the stock market is 
a highly dynamic industry. Talking 
about the buoyancy of stock markets 
she added that India’s growing middle 
class will take Indian economy further 
and while there may be challenges at 
present, in the long run the stock 
market will surely offer high returns.

A delegation led by Ambassador H.E. 
Mr. Didier Vanderhasselt visited 
Ahmedabad. The of�ce of the Consul 
General of Belgium, Mumbai had 

organized a reception for GCCI Of�ce 
Bearers to meet the team from the 
Embassy of Belgium to India, Mumbai. 
This was a courtesy meeting.



23RD A P R I L
ART DISPLAY & CHARITY AUCTION OF HANDCRAFTED MASTERPIECES CREATED BY STUDENTS 

Youth Wing of Gujarat Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (GCCI) and 
Abacus-The Academy organized a 
charity auction to raise funds for Anand 
Dham managed by Aastha Charitable 
Trust. The event was a huge success, 
raising a donation of Rs.1.90 Lacs to 
support the trust's efforts to provide care 
and support to persons with intellectual 
disabilities. The auction featured 
handcrafted masterpieces created by 
students of the Young Managers Program 
(YMP) in the age group of 11 – 14. The 
students put in a lot of effort and creativity 
to make these art pieces and were thrilled 
to be a part of such a noble cause. The 

auction was attended by several 
prominent personalities and 
philanthropists who generously bid on the 
pieces, contributing to the cause. Shri 
Pathik Patwari, President, GCCI stated 
that we are thrilled with the response to 
the charity auction. We are grateful to all 
the bidders who made generous 
donations, and we hope this auction 
inspires others to support such noble 
causes. The proceeds from the auction 
donated to Anand Dham, which is 
managed by Aastha Charitable Trust, to 
support their mission of providing a safe 
and nurturing environment for persons 
with intellectual disabilities.

Organized by : Youth Wing



26TH A P R I L
SEMINAR CELEBRATING “CAN DO” ATTITUDE OF WOMEN ON 
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DAY 

Organized by : IPR Task Force & Start-up & Innovation Committee

25TH &  26TH A P R I L
INDUSTRIAL VISIT - RELIANCE INDUSTRIES LIMITED, JAMNAGAR

Organized by : Youth Committee

Members of the Youth wing of GCCI 
embarked on a study tour to Reliance's 
state-of-the-art re�nery in Jamnagar on 
26th April, 2023 to gain insights into the 
energy industry and observe sustainable 
practices in action. During the visit, the 
Youth Wing members witnessed the 
re�nery's advanced technologies and 

processes, which enable it to operate 
sustainably and reduce its environmental 
impact. The study tour offered 
participants a rare opportunity to observe 
�rst-hand how a world-class re�nery 
operates and learn from Reliance's 
experience as one of the largest 
petrochemical companies in the world.

GCCI IPR Task Force & Start-up & 
Innovation Committee joined with 
iCreate (International Centre for 
Entrepreneurship & Technology) to 
organize a seminar celebrating “CAN 
DO” attitude of women on World 
Intellectual Property Day. The esteemed 

speakers on the occasion were Dr. 
Shailaja Donempudi, Chief Scientist, 
Chair, Business Development & Research 
Management at CSIR-IICT, Ms. Nikita 
Maheshwari, Founder, Tatkal Lorry and 
Ms. Bindi Patel, Founder & Director, 
ECOrrect Private Limited.



26TH A P R I L
SEMINAR ON THE ART OF ANCHORING – CAPTIVATING YOUR AUDIENCE

Organized by : Film, Entertainment, Media & Events (FEME) Committee

Film, Entertainment, Media & Events 
(FEME) committee organized a seminar 
on Art of Anchoring – Captivating Your 
Audience at GCCI premises. The top 
anchors of Gujarat, RJ Megha, Ms. Bhakti 
Kubavat and Ms. Amrita Acharya hosted 

the seminar. The event was aimed at 
providing a platform for aspiring anchors 
and speakers to learn from the 
experiences and insights of the top 
anchors in Gujarat and gain a better 
understanding of the industry's dynamics.
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