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VICE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

Warm greetings from GCClI.

Gujarat, our state, as we all know has been blessed with the longest coastline in the
whole country. It is a 1600 km long coast line which not only offers ample
opportunities for maritime trade, but also highest untapped tourism potential as well
as other innumerable treasures that only an ocean can offer to mankind.

We are a leading state as far as industrialization is concerned. Over past few
decades, state has shown rapid industrial growth in almost all sectors. The area
between Ahmedabad and Vapi is known as “Golden Corridor”. Many GIDC estates
have been developed in Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Ankleshwar, Surat and Vapi
region. Dyes and Dyes Intermediates, Textiles, Pesticides, Paper Mills,
Pharmaceuticals, Chemical Industries etc. are in operation in this area.

As you know, GCCl has been consistently raising strong voice to represent, address
and resolve the issues that the unit holders in various GIDCs have been facing time
and again.

One pertinent issue that we have been strongly raising is to have deep sea line for
Ahmedabad Region. In this region, treated effluent from CETPs are discharged into
Sabarmati River through mega pipeline. Incidentally, treated effluent from industries
located in other areas of city also goes into Sabarmati River. As a result, there is



” always a persistent issue of pollution in Sabarmati river. Time and again this have

caused litigations, expensive & time consuming for all. That is the reason that we
have strongly raised our voice to have Deep Sea Disposal Pipeline.

Deep Sea pipelines offer great advantages. Around 14 industrial estates consisting
of around 4000 industries situated in and around Ahmedabad area will receive
huge benefits from deep sea disposal pipeline.

We have also made strong representation with regard to the CEPI related monitoring
and since earlier CEPI method was more subjective than objective, through our
constant follow up CPCB has revised the CEPI guidelines and directed all state
Boards to implement CEPI protocol as per the revised guidelines.

GCCl has also made representation to GPCB, CPCB, and Honorable Union Minister
for extension of one-time interim permission under Rule-9 of Hazardous Waste Rules
2016 and while the interim policy has been extended, we have once again made
representation to extend the time line considering that there are still many SOPs
pending either for trial run or for further detailed study after the trial run.

While, GCCI has been persistent in representing the view points of industries, we
have always insisted that the industries must adhere to guidelines and directions
issued by GPCB & CPCB as well as focus on sustainability and environmental
protection. Rather, our industrial growth and sustainability must move forward
parallelly so that both, prosperity along with sustainability are achieved in Gujarat
and we become a model state for the other states to follow.

Warm regards,
Yogesh Parikh
Vice President
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A TOUR AND TRAVEL SUMMIT WITH THE VIETNAM DELEGATION LED BY
H.E. MR. NGUYEN THANH HAI, AMBASSADOR OF VIETNAM TO INDIA

A Tour and Travel Summit was organized

at Hotel Hyatt, Vastrapur with the

Vietnam Delegation led by H.E. Mr.
Nguyen Thanh Hai, Ambassador of
Vietnam to India. GCCIl President Shri
Pathik Patwari and his team of Office
attended

Bearers the event. GCCI
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President Shri Pathik Patwari, in his
address, highlighted the advantages for
the Indian tourists visiting Vietnam and
the
promoting tourism between India and

numerous  opportunities  for

Vietnam.

BUSINESS FORUM AND B2B MEETINGS WITH FOUNDATION INDUSTRIES DELEGATION, UK

Organized by : International Trade Task Force

A Business Delegation from UK on

Foundation Industries visited
Ahmedabad and participated in @
Business Forum & B2B meetings were
organized jointly by GCCI, FICCI and
British Deputy High Commissioner’s
office, Ahmedabad.

The purpose of the forum & B2B
meetings was to explore export &
partnership  opportunities here in
UK

participating in the forum represented

Gujarat.  Various companies

wide range of areas like Cement, Paper,

and Bulk
Waste to
Energy, Lithium Battery Manufacturing,

Metals
Energy,

Glass,

Chemicals,

Ceramics,

Clean

Artificial intelligence, etc. and they had
fruitful one to one B2B meetings with
their counterparts in Ahmedabad &
Gujarat.

Team of GCClI’s office bearers, Chairman
of International Trade Task Force and
other committee members of GCCl had
attended the meeting and more than 15
members had B2B meetings with the

delegation.
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B2B NETWORKING MEETING WITH DELEGATION OF VIETNAM LED BY H.E.

MR. NGUYEN THANH HAI

Organized by : International Trade Task Force

A high-level delegation from Vietnam,
led by H.E. Ambassador Mr. Nguyen
Thanh Hai visited GCCl on 3/3/23 to

discuss industry

prospects on

Both
countries will work to explore new

relationships and cooperation.

opportunities for bilateral trade and
investment in key sectors.

3* MARCH
FIRE CHAT WITH ASHUTOSH VALANI

Organized by : Youth Wing

The Youth Wing organized a Fire chat
with Mr. Ashutosh Valani, Founder of
Renee Cosmetics at GCCI. The session
aimed to provide insights into the
journey of the company from starting a
small business to becoming a successful
entrepreneur in the Male Grooming
industry. ~ Mr.  Ashitosh

emphasized the importance of being

Valani

passionate about your business and

how it can motivate you to work hard
and overcome challenges. He shared his
the Male
industry including the challenges and
that the

also the
importance of understanding customer

insights into Grooming

opportunities exist within

industry.  He discussed
needs and preferences, and how it
influences product development and
marketing strategies.

/
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WOMEN’S DAY GALA EXHIBITION

Organized by : Business Women Committee

To celebrate “International Women'’s Day”,

GCCl  Business Women  Committee
organized a “Women’s Day Gala
Exhibition” ot GCCl Premises. The

exhibition was inaugurated by renowned
actor & singer Manasi Parekh, who graced
the exhibition as the Chief Guest. The
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inauguration ceremony was held in the
august presence of GCCl President Shri
Pathik Patwari and other dignitaries and
members of GCCl. There were 60 stalls
displaying Clothing & Apparel, Jewelry,
Accessories for women, a wide range of gift
items as well as a variety of food products.

A MEETING WITH SHRI MANHARSINHJI YADAV, IFS, DIRECTOR (SPECIAL PROJECTS), MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

Shri Manharsinhji Yadav, IFS, Director
(Special Projects), Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi
visited GCCl on Tuesday, 7" March, 2023
for an interaction with GCCI Office Bearers
as well as Chairmen of various GCCI
Committees & Task Forces. During the
meeting, he shared excellent insights
related to India’s foreign policy, our robust

international relations and our stance with

regard to strategic issues. He informed that
he is likely to be posted as India's
representative to Taiwan and suggested GCCI
to explore, strengthen and utilize trade related
opportunities between Gujarat, India and
Taiwan. He assured his help in resolving
specific cases of international trade disputes
where the consignments/ money of Gujarati
businessmen have been stuck due fo technical

reasons or cases of fraud.
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SEMINAR ON ENVIRONMENT AUDIT TOOL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Shri Yogesh Parikh, Vice President, GCCI
graced the Seminar on Environment Audit
Tool for  Sustainable Development
alongside Hon. Mr. Justice Adarsh Kumar

Goel - Chairperson, National Green
Tribunal, Dr. Ajay Deshpande, Adjunct

Professor IIT- Bombay; Hon. Mr. Justice
B.C. Patel, Former Chief Justice, Delhi
High Court and Dr. Mayuri Pandya,
Director, GLS Law College at Kevadiya
Colony.
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OPENING CEREMONY OF GCCl CORPORATE BOX CRICKET

Organized by : Youth Wing

The Opening Ceremony of second edition
of GCCI Corporate Box Cricket was held at
the premises of GCCl. GCCl is organizing
this tournament since last year to add more
vibrant colors in the team building exercise
through interaction and rapport building
with other organizations too. Guests and
Sponsors were felicitated on the occasion
and Box Tournament Trophies as well as
Jerseys were formally unveiled by the team
of Office Bearers led by the President, Shri
Pathik Patwari and sponsors and draw of
teams was done to form six groups. The

tournament is supported by Torrent Group
as a Lead sponsor and Co-sponsors -
Jade Blue,
Autoboots, Ratnaafin Financial Service
Pvi. Ld. Aava
Hydration Partner, Havmor as Ice Cream
Partner, Ahmedabad Mirror & My FM as

Media Partners contributed towards the

Mayur Dye-chem, Volvo

Mineral Water as

tournament. The part of funds generated
out of this tournament shall be donated to
Jivadaya Charitable Trust towards the
noble cause of saving lives of birds and

animals.




16M TO 19™ MARCH
GCCl CORPORATE BOX CRICKET TOURNAMENT

Organized by : Youth Wing

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and 2023 to 19" March, 2023 at The
Industry organized Corporate Box Cricket  Shaishya Academy, Ahmedabad. Total
Tournament  titled as  GCCl Torrent 24 corporate teams participated and 42
Corporate Box Cricket from 16™ March, matches were played in the tournament.

TITLE OF THE TOURNAMENT WAS WON BY TORRENT GROUP.

Details of the tournament are as below:

® Quarter Finals 1 - Mazda Ltd beat Dev IT by 2 runs
® Quarter Final 2 - Torrent Group beat Pima Controls by 55 runs
® Quarter Finals 3 - Astral beat Arvind by 4 runs

e Semi Finals 1 - Torrent Group beat Dev IT by 46 runs
e Semi Finals 2 - Astral beat Arvind by 9 runs

® Finals - Torrent Group Beat Astral by 12 runs

® Best Batsman - Harsh Patel, Torrent Group

* Best Bowler - Sagar Patel, Dev IT

® Man of the Series - Harsh Patel, Torrent Group

® Runners Up - Astral Ltd

® Winner - Torrent Group

List of Sponsors of the tournament is as below:

® Lead sponsor - Torrent Group
* Co-sponsors - Jade Blue, Ratnaafin Capital, VOLVO Autobots, Mayur Dyechem
e Hydration Partner - Aava Mineral Water

® |ce cream Partner - Havmor

* Media Partners - Ahmedabad Mirror & My FM

Rs. 3,51,000 were donated to Jivdaya Charitable Trust towards the noble cause of
saving lives of birds and animals.
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OUTREACH EVENT ON iDEX DISC? FOCUSING ON CYBER SECURITY RELATED ISSUES.

Organized by : Defence Task Force

GCCI, Security and Scientific Technical
Research Association (SASTRA one of
Partner Incubator of RRU, Gandhinagar,
MSME- DI, Ahmedabad and Innovation
for Defence Excellence (iDEX)- DIO joined
hands to organize an outreach event for
the DISC? challenges related to Cyber
Security. The purpose of the programme
was to explain in greater details the
application process to participate in

DISC? related to Cyber Security issues for
which iDEX offers a grant up to INR 1.5
cr. per idea. Shri Sunny Vaghela, Founder
& CEO, Techdefence Labs Pvt. Ltd, Shri
Rohit Tyagi from ISRO, SAC, Shri Raghu

Vamsi, RSM, Country ~ Manager,
LogRhythm and Shri N Subramanian,
Program Executive, iDEX-DIO were

eminent speakers of the event.
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RENDEZVOUS WITH PADMA SHRI DR. TEJAS PATEL

Organized by : Youth Wing

An insightful rendezvous with renowned
cardiologist Dr. Tejas Patel was held at
GCCl. He gave valuable suggestions for
maintaining good cardiovascular health
including the importance of regular

exercise, dietary care and stress-free life.
Dr. Tejas Patel spoke at length about

Cardiac Care as also great strides made

by science in carrying out most

complicated cardiac  surgeries. He
remarked that prevention is always better
than cure. He stressed the importance of
regular exercise, dietary care, stress free
life, and abstinence from smoking to
ensure good cardiac and overall health.
Further he stated the importance of

and

aerobic,  anaerobic  training

meditation on fitness and well-being.

SOME IMPORTANT STEPS TO BUILD MAINTAIN GOOD CARDIOVASCULAR HEALTH SUGGESTED BY

DR. TEJAS PATEL ARE AS BELOW:

® Minimum 30 minutes walking for at least 5 days in a week

® 300 Mins of moderate intensity workout / week or 150 mins of vigorous intensity

workout/ week is essential
e Habitual exercise reduces risk of CVD

® Maintaining the skeletal muscle mass is important

® Resistance training helps in management of diabetes

* Meditation helps in balancing Endorphins, Dopamine, Oxytocin and Serotonin

hormones

* We should consume protein not more than 1 gram per kilogram of body weight

SN
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24™ & 25" MARCH
GCCI FLU VACCINATION DRIVE

Considering the social responsibility
towards the society, Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (GCCI) in

collaboration  with  Kalpana  Munshi
Hospital LLP and AP Munshi Foundation
organized a two-day Flu vaccination
drive on 24" March, 2023 & 25™ March
2023 to protect the community from
influenza. The vaccination drive provided

the influenza

Quadrivalent

latest

vaccination from Abbott, which protects
against H3N2, HIN1, and two other
influenza strains. It was open to dll
members of GCCI, affiliated associations
and Regional Chambers of GCCl and
their family members, as well as members
of Press & Media fraternity. Vaccines
were provided at Special Price of Rs.
1099 (against MRP of Rs. 2024/- plus
administering cost).
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INTERACTIVE SESSION ON FINANCIAL PLANNING TREASURE CHEST BY SHRI MUKESH PATEL

Organized by : Business Women Committee

GCCl Business Women Committee & Mukesh Patel.  The purpose of the
Samast Vaishnav Vanik Parivar (SVVP) Interactive Session was to facilitate
Ladies Wing jointly organized an women empowerment by equipping them
Interactive Session on Financial Planning  with important nuances of Financial
Treasure Chest by renowned International  Planning.

Tax Expert, Columnist & Speaker Shri

BELOW WERE SOME KEY POINTS SUGGESTED BY SHRI MUKESH PATEL FOR BETTER FINANCIAL
PLANNING:

® Investment Planning should be done considering the security and yield

® For senior citizens small saving scheme is a better option

® Investment in Sovereign Gold Bond is recommended

* Tax benefits through creation of HUF

* Tax Planning of Gifts (Exemptions)

e Clubbing of Income

* Making a will is of utmost importance when looking to streamline financial planning
for the future

<
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SESSION ON WHY DATA IS NEW OIL

Organized by : IT & ITES Taskforce

IT & ITES Taskforce of Gujarat Chamber

of Commerce and Industry organized an
interactive session on "Why Data is the
New Oil" at GCCI. The session provided
valuable insights into the importance of
data in modern business operations and
highlighted the need for businesses to
adopt responsible practices while using
data. Session was attended by prominent
members of the business community and
industry experts. The keynote speaker of
the session, Mr. Vishal Vasu gave a

/

DATA IS
NEW OIL

POESIILITTES (W THE

the
importance of data in today's business

comprehensive  overview  of
landscape. He explained that data is the
lifeblood of modern businesses and that
organizations that can effectively harness
its power will thrive in the digital age. The
the ethical
considerations of refined data usage and
the
responsible practices while collecting,

discussion also covered

need for companies to adopt

processing, and utilizing data.
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MEETING WITH DELEGATION FROM FUKUOKA CITY, JAPAN

Organized by : International Trade Task Force

A high-level delegation from Japan led by
Mr. the
Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and

Shintaro Nakamura, visited
Industry (GCCI) to discuss prospects for

waste management and green energy.
The delegation included Ms. Yukiko

Nomura, Assistant Chief from Fukuoka
City, Japan. Also, the Director General
JETRO Trade
Organization), Mr.
the

from (Japan  External

Ahmedabad,
Furukawa Takehiko accompanied

delegates.
The delegation led by Mr. Shintaro

Nakamura made a presentation on the
Fukuoka technology of waste management
to the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC) under the project by the World
Bank, which aims at managing sewage,
liquid, and solid municipal waste to treat
them to produce renewable energy. GCCI

expressed its willingness to work with the
Fukuoka City Team for making the city of
Ahmedabad “green”. GCCl requested the
delegation to send in the details on their
technology, feasibility reports for Indian
standards, and companies interested in
joining  with  the  businesses in
Ahmedabad. GCCl also suggested a
virtual meeting followed by a delegation
focused on special projects for waste
management and renewable energy. Mr.
Furukawa from the JETRO Ahmedabad
office requested support from GCCIl in
representing to the government on the
issue of double taxation in the Japanese
Industrial Park in the Mandal-Becharaji
region of Gujarat. GCCI Office Bearers
agreed to support this cause for the

businessmen from Japan.

[
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7 February GST collection

grows by 8% to

@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Goods and
services tax (GST) collection
in Gujarat stood at Rs'9,5T4

tion has slowed. GST collec-

tion grew by 26% in Decem-

ber 2022 (Rs 9,238 crore) and
. 1% in Jannary 2023 (Rs
{10,008 crore) against the cor-
i pesponding months of the
£ jous year
: w“;‘hﬂ rate of growth in
i GST collection slowing Is a
: function of slowing econo-
i micactivityand a decline in
! gemand, according to in-
{ dustry players. “The

A%

in clock better growth. Ho-
wever, as demand has decli-
ned indomesticand interna-

tional markets, industrial Tl

production has also gone
down. Reduced mnsuma;;:-‘
tion and lower consumer
tivity have bothled totheslo-
wing of growth in tax collec-
tion in Gujarat,” said Pathik
Patwarl, president, Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and

T9,574cr

The state tax mop-up de-
clined by 5.3% to Rs 3,215.75
crorein February againstRs
3328 croreindanuary.

windustries are facing
cash-flow issues dueto fﬂd_u'

ced demand. Overall, Guj
rat is home to industries
which are significantly ex-
portdriven. With several co-
untries facing an economic
slowdown, export demand
hasdived asaresultof which
a correction s being seen
across sectors,” sald Patwa-

Besides weak global de

mand, industry playersalso
attribute stowing industrial
production to higher: com-
Against January's Rs 10,008
croreof GST collected inGu-
jarat, Fepruary’s mop-up de-

clinedby 4.3%. /
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Tax consultants

s SHaah demand return
: AR R of remand
: report mechanism
¢ Ahmedabad: Income tax
i department has adopted faceless
- appeals system but it has created
A0 ef i issues for tax consultants and
YR Bay sua AE By’ ?pptehllants iﬂque to voluminous data
or the verification process.
HIal Gello il dwet Geuterl Gujarat Chamber o Commerce and
’ ustry 1) has demanded
WA @esbly3 st nguuly that the Central Board of Direct
o i o R v ol Taxes (CBDT) should bring back
- ﬁmﬁmwéwﬂmm&m remand report mechanism which
s vl sl e G0 g W el et e e ki was prevalent till the year 2001,

GCCI direct tax committee
chairman CA Jainik Vakil has
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i Ahmedabad: True women
i empowerment s possible
: nnlywlthpmperﬂnanulalli-
i toracy among women, said

family finances’

i poted tax consultant Mu- A s T R o et e i
i kesh Patel. He said women - | ot \VESERSSIS mEem i -
can handlefinances better if : ! e o T e e =
= they are given proper know- - SIS e
letigeabout it, and in the cur- | Sl e T
et e oy n b S Tax consultant ety
ant important role in mana- Mukesh Patel said Sgmsnome
financesof family o o
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o Ch i | e by — —
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GCCI IN NEWS

Duty exemption to
continue, weaving
sector relieved

Gujarat Expects
Investments
0f 240,000Cr

Parag.Dave@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The textile
industry in Gujarat, a hub
for Indian textiles, expects
new investments worth Rs
40,000 crore in the weaving
sector, with the central go-
vernment announcing that
zero duty on high-speed we-
aving machines will conti-
nue,

The Union Budget had
provided for 7.5% basic cus-
toms duty and 10% surchar-
ge on high-speed weaving
machines, which had the
textile industry worried.
Textiles associations from
the state wrote to finance
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and said imported ma-
chinery should be given the
advantage of zero duty as
was the case for five years,
mainly because India does
not manufacture high-spe-
ed weaving machines of glo-
bal standard.

Rahul Shah, co-chair-
man of the GCCI textiles
taskforce, said, “The wea-
ving sector will see huge in-
vestments with zero duty to
continue for two vears. To

serve incremental market
demand till 2030 and replace
old machines, investment
inthe textileand apparel va-
lue chain is projected to re-
ach $100 billion. Investment
in main production machi-
nery is estimated to be $65
billion by 2030. These in-
vestments are expected to
generate 15 million jobs in
the same period.”
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