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Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Gujarat Student Startup and Innovation Hub (i-Hub) with the objective of exploring opportunities for engaging
with innovators and startups for solutions to industry problems. Ms. Anju Sharma, IAS, Principal Secretary,
Education Department, Government of Gujarat, Shri M. Nagarajan, IAS, Director of Higher Education and
Hon. Director, I-Hub, Shri J. Ranjeeth Kumar, TAS, Commissioner, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,
Shri Himanshu Pandya, Chief Mentor, i-Hub, and Mr. Hiranmay Mahanta, CEO, I-Hub remained present during
the MoU Inking Ceremony.

The MoU Inking Ceremony started with a welcome address by Shri Pathik Patwari, Hon. Secretary, GCCL
Shri Patwari welcomed the dignitaries and mentioned that this initiative taken jointly by i-Hub, Government of
Gujarat and GCCI was the need of the hour as no Gujarat start-up has emerged as unicorn. He mentioned that
through this initiative, industry, academia and government will be brought together and joint efforts will be made
to identify and convert atleast one start-up into a unicorn within a period of 3 years.

Shri Natubhai Patel, in his address expressed pleasure at this joint initiative and mentioned that GCCI s
committed to involve the industry to make this project successful and encourage start-up ecosystem in Guyjarat.

Shri Hiranmay Mahanta, in his address explained about the role of i-Hub in creating a start-up and innovation
ecosystem in the state by involving the academia, incubators and industry. He mentioned how GCCI could play
a role in preparing a pool of industry mentors to guide the start-ups.

Shri M. Nagarajan, mentioned that through such initiatives an effort is being made to create an Indianized model
for funding ideas. He urged GCCI to use its network to engage more and more start-ups and investors from the
state, as part of the moral role as an apex Chamber.

Shri Ranjeeth Kumar applauded the initiative of signing the MoU and mentioned that this is the only way to
bring the innovations from library to industry. He added that it is difficult for MSMEs to do research due to
their low margins, and it is therefore necessary to have institutions who could do the research on their behalf.

Dr. Himanshu Pandya praised the initiative and remarked that it is good to know that the responsibilities of each
partner organization are clearly earmarked. He added that consistency and continuity will be the key parameters
to ensure success of this initiative.

Ms. Anju Sharma, in her address mentioned that interest, intention and intensity will be needed to make this
MoU a success. She mentioned that problem identification, aggregation and mentoring would be three key areas

where GCCI's help would be needed.

Shri Hemant Shah, Sr. Vice President, GCCI suggested that a meeting of Regional Chambers of GCCI could be
specially arranged to kick-start the initiative.

The event concluded with Vote of Thanks by Shri Amit Parikh, Chairman, Startup Committee, GCCL
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